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Father Riccardo Seppia, a 51-year-old parish priest in the village of Sastri 
Ponente, near Genoa, was arrested last Friday, May 13, on pedophilia and drug 
charges. Investigators say that in tapped mobile-phone conversations, Seppia 
asked a Moroccan drug dealer to arrange sexual encounters with young and 
vulnerable boys. "I do not want 16-year-old boys but younger. Fourteen-year-olds 
are O.K. Look for needy boys who have family issues," he allegedly said. Genoa 
Archbishop Angelo Bagnasco, who is the head of the Italian Bishops Conference, 
had been working with Benedict to establish a tough new worldwide policy, 
released this week, on how bishops should handle accusations of priestly sex 
abuse. 
 
Read more: 
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,2072613,00.html#ixzz1MwBAaK00 

Church continually posts WRONG NUMBERS about priest 

abusers and posits that priests have only SINGLE VICTIMS.  

A current report says: "Priest-abusers are similar to sex 

offenders in the general population. They had motivation to 

commit the abuse (for example, emotional congruence to 

adolescents), exhibited techniques of neutralization to 

excuse and justify their behavior, took advantage of 

opportunities to abuse (for example, through socialization 

with the family), and used grooming techniques to gain 

compliance from potential victims." 

We also feel that disgust so intensely because we all – not 

just Catholics, but society at large – expect Catholic priests to 

be different, to not be so reprehensible in their behavior. And 

a major reason for that is that we have all bought into the 

problem: we have accepted the view that priests are 

different, that they are in an elevated position from the rest 

http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,2072613,00.html#ixzz1MwBAaK00


of us, that they are somehow holier. And if they are holier, 

they are above the usual human frailties. Too many of us 

assumed that priests would not be capable of such actions, 

that they should be treated specially and differently from 

anybody else accused of heinous crimes. 

And a major reason for that is that we have all bring to the 

problem: we have accepted the view that priests are 

different, that they are in an elevated position from the rest 

of us, that they are somehow holier. And if they are holier, 

they are above the usual human frailties. Too many of us 

assumed that priests would not be capable of such actions, 

that they should be treated specially and differently from 

anybody else accused of heinous crimes. 

Faith is essential to religion, but not blind faith. The 
institution of the Catholic Church for years promoted 
clericalism with a view of that elevated priests above the 
laity, and it was barely questioned. 


